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W H Y  P A S S

STATEWIDE ORGANIZING FOR COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT 

This  sect ion of  law only appl ies  in  a  county or  municipal i ty  in  which i t  i s  approved
by a  two-thirds  (2/3)  vote  of  the appropriate  legis la t ive body
This  sect ion of  law is  for  local  review and approval  and shal l  be conducted pr ior  to
issuance of  a  permit  by the department  of  environment  and conservat ion or  the
commissioner
Must  be reapproved i f  approved pr ior  to  May 13,  2013

The Jackson Law is  one of  the only s ta te  laws that  a l lows local  government  to  block
(or  accept)  the creat ion or  enlargement  of  a  dump ( landfi l l )  or  sol id  waste  processing
faci l i ty .

The Jackson Law requires  the local  government  to  review the proposed dump or
faci l i ty  with publ ic  not ice  and par t ic ipat ion and then approve or  deny the dump or
faci l i ty .  The Department  of  Environment  and Conservat ion cannot  issue a  permit  i f
local  government  veto 's  the proposed dump or  faci l i ty .

Firs t ,  i t  must  be  ADOPTED

Both the county and the ci ty/ town need to  pass  the Jackson Law if  they both want  the
ful l  power provided by the law
No new construct ion or  change in  landfi l l  c lass i f icat ion for  sol id  waste  processing
faci l i t ies  can begin unt i l  approved by  

 The county legis la t ive body ( in  an unincorporated area)
 The county legis la t ive body AND governing body of  the town/ci ty  ( in  an
incorporated area)
 The county legis la t ive body AND governing body of  c i ty/ town within one mile
of  the landfi l l

Publ ic  not ice  of  a  proposed landfi l l  i s  to  be given by the municipal /county governing
body by post ing in  publ ic  places  and publ ishing in  local  newspapers
Publ ic  not ice/fact  sheets  are  to  be sent  to  anyone who wants  one
Interested persons may submit  wri t ten comments  on the proposed landfi l l  wi thin thir ty
(30)  days of  the publ ic  not ice  or  such greater  per iod as  is  a l lowed
Interested persons are  to  request  ( in  wri t ing)  for  publ ic  hear ings on approval
Notice of  a  publ ic  hear ing should be given as  widely as  not ice  of  the landfi l l  was given
15 days pr ior  to  the hear ing
Landfi l l  owner  should also give not ice  to  persons owning property within a  three-mile
radius  of  such landfi l l  no less  than f i f teen (15)  days in  advance of  any hear ing through
signs
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ONCE ADOPTED:


